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Natur eServe Website Adds County and Water shed-L eve Distributionsof At-Risk Species

Arlington, Virginia— NatureServe, a conservation organization that is aleading source for information
about rare and endangered species and threatened ecosystems, has launched a compl etely redesigned
website that is amajor biodiversity information resource for those in the conservation, scientific, and
education communities. The new website, www.natureserve.org, includes the popular NatureServe
Explorer web product, a searchable database offering detailed information on more than 50,000 plants,
animals, and ecological communities of the United States and Canada. NatureServe Explorer now
provides county and watershed distributions for more than 5,000 at-risk U.S. species—information
never previousy available online.

“NatureServe' s new website organizesin one place our network’s vast online data offerings. It'sarich
trove of biodiversity data, particularly for scientists and natural resource professionals,” said Dr. Bruce
Stein, NatureServe's Vice President for Programs.  According to Dr. Edward O. Wilson, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of The Future of Life, “ NatureServe has established an impressive record of
accomplishments in the area of biodiversity information. There is no other information resource
comparable to its authoritative database of species occurrences, compiled over 25 years by natural
heritage programs.”

Development of NatureServe' s new website was made possible through support from the National
Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII), which is coordinated by the U.S. Geological Survey.
Online access to county and watershed distributions was supported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Inaddition to greatly improved graphic design and ease of use, the website has anumber of features
that will make it avauable online destination for the scientific and conservation communities, including:

e A portal to the online data offered by the 76 natural heritage programs and conservation data centers
in the U.S., Canada, and Latin Americathat comprise the NatureServe network. These include
numerous searchable biodiversity databases, local, state, and province-level data on at-risk species,
and extensive information on ecological community classifications [see Get Data].

e Searchable databases providing conservation information for U.S. and Canadian plants, animals, and
ecosystems [ see NatureServe Explorer] and for the birds and mammals of Latin America[see
InfoNatura]. Distributions for at-risk species at county and watershed scales are now provided in
text format; funding is being sought to provide the data through an Internet map server that can be
directly queried and downloaded.

e A monthly feature providing biodiversity insights and anal yses through informative maps and charts.
Thefirst feature is a state-by-state view of U.S. species at risk [see Biodiversity Insights].
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e Technical details of NatureServe's standards and protocols for biological inventory and information
management, including system diagrams and data dictionaries for the network’s core data
management software, Biotics [see Natural Heritage M ethodol ogy].

e Accessto ecological classification and mapping work, including the U.S. National Vegetation
Classification [see Ecosystem Mapping].

e A directory to the more than 800 staff working across the NatureServe network, with links to every
natural heritage program home page [see Local Program Websites].
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NatureServeis anon-profit conservation group dedicated to providing the scientific information and tools that form the basis for effective
conservation action. NatureServe represents a network of 76 natural heritage programs and conservation data centersin the United States,
Canada, and Latin Americathat collect and analyze information on plants, animals, and ecosystems. NatureServeis aleading source for
detailed scientific information about rare and endangered species and threatened ecosystems. Visit us on the web at www.hatureserve.org.
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