SENSITIVE DATA RELEASE POLICY
(Approved by Board of Directors, 28-January-2000
1) Definition of Data
In the context of this policy, “data” refers to location information about species, habitat, and ecological communities.

2) Types of Sensitive Data

Data about the location of species or ecological communities may be considered ecologically sensitive, landowner sensitive, and/or professionally sensitive.

3) Definition and Handling of Ecologically Sensitive Data

Ecologically sensitive data refers to precise (accurate) location or geo-referenced information about any species, habitat or ecological community that, in the opinion of the data provider and/or the AC CDC, is (i) ecologically sensitive and/or (ii) could be harmed by data release.  Any species formally listed by COSEWIC, by any federal or Atlantic Canadian statute related to endangered species, or in the AC CDC database as a G1, G2, G3, N1, N2, N3, S1, S2, or S3 species or ecological community, shall automatically be considered to be ecologically sensitive.

Ecologically sensitive data shall be released under the following conditions:

i) When requested, the AC CDC shall provide the following parties with access to ecologically sensitive data, for the purpose of aiding decision-making related to conservation:

any:

(a) federal government department; or

(b) Atlantic Canadian provincial government department; or

(c) Atlantic Canadian aboriginal organization

Which has statutory authority for wildlife conservation or management, natural resource documentation or management or environmental protection; or 

(d) any private entity performing consulting services for such organizations.

Where such data is also professionally or landowner sensitive, the AC CDC shall defer to the policies provided for in sections 4 and 5 below.

ii) The AC CDC shall provide all other clients with ecologically sensitive data on a need-to-know basis.  “Need-to-know” refers to the following general principle:  Information about species, habitat and ecological communities of conservation concern may be disseminated, but at varying levels of detail or output resolution (e.g., precise location, 1 x 1 grid square, 10 x 10 km grid square).  The level of detail or output resolution is determined by the data provider and/or the AC CDC by balancing the demonstrated needs of the requesting party with the requirements for biological conservation.  Where such data is also professionally or landowner sensitive, the AC CDC shall defer to the policies provided for in sections (4) and (5) below.

4) Definition and Handling of Landowner Sensitive Data
Landowner sensitive data refers to ecologically sensitive data (i.e., accurate/precise location data) pertaining to private lands.  In all cases, such data shall be released by the AC CDC at a blurred level of resolution (minimum of 1 x 1 km grid square) sufficient to obscure the matching of the data to a particular landowner.  The exceptions to this policy are as follows:

i) The AC CDC may release to a private landowner, at the latter’s written request, any ecologically sensitive data geo-referenced to that landowner’s property.

ii) Where a request for ecologically and landowner sensitive data has been made by: 

(a) a government organization (federal or provincial) or private conservation organization, for the purposes of species or ecological community conservation/recovery, land use planning, or inter-departmental planning; or 

(b) a scientific researcher undertaking inventories, species status reports, or species monitoring

the AC CDC shall discharge such data only upon receiving written authorization to do so by the relevant federal or provincial organization with statutory authority to release such information.  In such a case, the AC CDC shall be considered by the federal or provincial authority to be acting on the authority’s behalf.
5) Definition and Handling of Professionally Sensitive Data

Professionally sensitive data refers to data provided to the AC CDC by any source that will be publishing the data and that has not authorized its release by the AC CDC until publication of the data has occurred or permission from the source has been granted.  The AC CDC will not release such data without permission from the source unless a mutually acceptable time limit for release has elapsed (e.g., 3 years from the date the data was given to the AC CDC.

6) Authorization to Release Sensitive Data
The AC CDC’s Data Manager or, in his/her absence, the Executive Director, has senior staff authority to release sensitive data, consistent with this policy.

