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The Heritage GIS shapefiles contain sensitive and confidential information proprietary to the Missouri Department of Conservation.  Outside requests for information should be redirected to Policy Coordination Section or the Heritage Coordinator.  

There are six Heritage shapefiles: Hertpoly.shp (all Heritage EOs; polygons), Hertpt.shp (all Heritage EOs; one point per EO), Herallpt.shp (all Heritage EOs; one point per polygon – one EO may be represented by 1-many points), Erpoly.shp (“Environmental review”: excludes historic and delisted species; polygons), Erpt.shp (Environmental review; one point per EO), and Erallpt.shp (Environmental review; one point per polygon – one EO may be represented by 1-many points).  Training in Heritage methodology and data interpretation is required to use the Heritage shapefiles.  Training can be provided by the Heritage Coordinator or regional Wildlife Natural History Biologists.  Pay particular attention the Eorank, Eosubrnk, Ludist, Lutype, Luunit, and Track fields (see data dictionary).
· The shapefiles are in transition with the new Heritage software (Biotics).  Limitations of Biotics and ArcView cause several compromises in data exporting: some fields are unfeasible for export, some display one (arbitrarily chosen but not incorrect) value when there are actually many (e.g., town/range/section), some fields need to be used in conjunction with others (e.g., Acregis and Acreobs), and long text fields are truncated.  
· The Heritage shapefiles contain known locations (not all potential habitat) and associated information on Species and Natural Communities of Conservation Concern.  They also include previously listed species that have been delisted, some exotic species (purple loosestrife, garlic mustard, kudzu, and zebra mussels [incomplete]), and caves on MDC land.  Use Elcode, Track, and Srank to select or not select for these elements.  Historic or destroyed records can be selected with Eorank and imprecise locations by Lu (locational uncertainty).
· What constitutes an element occurrence varies with the species: e.g., bald eagle nests are tracked but every sighting of a bald eagle is not.  For plants, any individual plant constitutes an occurrence.

· Some species are better represented in Heritage than others due to survey effort, knowledge of the species’ biology, and propensity of conformity with Heritage methodology and mapping conventions.  For example, Indiana bats are known to occur in north Missouri but every occupied maternity tree is not known, and with certain wide-ranging species (e.g., black bear) occupied habitat is not known and/or difficult to draw on a map.

· The point shapefiles do not represent the entire spatial extent of any Heritage record; they are intended to be used in small-scale (e.g., entire state) maps.  A single point may represent one or more larger, irregularly shaped or disjunct polygons (e.g. aquatic communities can extend along the whole reach of a stream and across several counties but will be represented as a single point).  The biology of a species is not reflected in a point coverage (e.g., two fish occurrences may be mapped at collection sites one mile apart with suitable habitat between, or a gray bat may travel to and forage up and down a stretch of stream). Only a polygonal spatial layer can reflect a species’ true “sphere of influence”. 

· The Heritage Database is constantly updated, with records added and deleted daily.  The GIS coverage will be updated quarterly and is only current at this time of update. 

