
COMMUNITY FORM 3:  QUANTITATIVE COMMUNITY CHARACTERIZATION
revised May 10, 2001
NY Natural Heritage Program
Reviewed by NY Natural Heritage Program:   Date:   
 Initials:    

A. IDENTIFIERS / LOCATION (GENERAL EOR INFORMATION)
1. Survey site name:    

2. Quad code(s):   

3. Quad name(s):   

4. County name(s):    
5. Town:   

6. Directions to this transect:   


7. Sourcecode:   
 8. Survey date:   
 9. State:        
10. Surveyors:   



B. ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION
11. Community name    

12. National Association   


13. Transect/observation point #     
14. Image annotation #    
15. Elevation:   

16. Topographic position:

     Interfluve
     Toeslope

     High slope
     Low level

     High level
     Channel wall

     Midslope
     Channel bed

     Backslope
     Basin floor

     Step in slope
     Other:

     Lowslope
17. Topographic sketch (show where plot is located within surrounding topography):
18. Slope degrees:   

19. Slope aspect:   

20. Parent material/bedrock:


21. Soil profile description: note depth, texture, and color of each horizon. Note significant changes such as depth to mottling, depth to water table, root penetration depth

22. Organic horizon depth:    


23. Organic horizon type:
Mor:    
Mull:

24. Average pH of mineral soil:   


25. Soil moisture regime:

     Extremely dry

     Very dry

     Dry


     Well drained

     Somewhat moist

     Moist

     Somewhat wet

     Wet

     Permanently inundated
     Very wet

     Periodically inundated

 Soil pore salinity______________ppt. (optional)
26.Soil drainage:

     Rapidly drained

     Well drained

     Moderately well drained

     Somewhat poorly drained

     Poorly drained

     Very poorly drained


27. Hydrologic Regime of plot (adapted from Cowardin 1979):

     Semipermanently flooded  
     Intermittently flooded

     Seasonally flooded 
     Permanently flooded

     Saturated 
     Tidally flooded

     Temporarily flooded
     Unknown

     Never Inundated
Optional fields below
pH of water   


Flood depth   

Tidal range   




28. Stoniness:

   Stone free <0.1%

   Moderately stony 0.1-1%

   Stony 3-15%

   Very stony 15-50%

   Exceedingly stony 50-90%

   Stone piles >90%
29. Average mineral soil texture (Brewer 1982):

      sand
      loamy sand

      loam
      sandy loam

      silt loam
      sandy clay loam

      clay loam
      silty clay loam

      silt
      sandy clay

      clay
      silty clay


30. Average organic soil texture:

     muck

     peat

Von Post scale of peat decomposition:

pH of peat:


31.Unvegetated surface (total):                        %

     % Bedrock
     % Litter, duff

     % Large rocks (>10cm)
     % Wood >1cm

     % Small rocks (0.2-10cm)
     % Water

     % Sand (0.1-2mm)
     % Other:

     % Bare soil


32. Environmental Comments: Note homogeneity of vegetation, evidence of erosion/sedimentation, further observations of inundation, etc. 


33. Plot representativeness:   






C. VEGETATION
Community name:   

34. System:____Terrestrial
___Palustrine
____Estuarine
35. Plot number:   
  36. Plot dimensions:    

37. Leaf type:

(of dominant stratum)

     Broad-leaf

     Semi-broad-leaf

     Mixed broad-needle leaf

     Semi-needle-leaf

     Needle-leaf

     Graminoid

     Broad-leaf herbaceous

     Pteridophyte

     Non-vascular


38. Leaf phenology:

(of dominant stratum)

     Forest

     Semi-deciduous

     Mixed deciduous-evergreen

     Semi-evergreen

     Evergreen

     Perennial

     Annual


39. Physiognomic type:

     Woodland

     Sparse woodland

     Shrubland

     Sparse shrubland

     Dwarf shrubland

     Sparse dwarf shrubland

     Herbaceous

     Sparsely vegetated

     Non-vegetated


40. Strata/life forms
%cover
height




T1 Emergent tree (>5m)






T2 Tree canopy (>5m)






T3 Tree sub-canopy (>5m)






S1 Tall shrub  (2m - 5m)






S2 Short shrub (< 2m)






V  Vine/liana






H  Herbaceous






N  Non-vascular






E  Epiphyte






A1 Emergent aquatic






A2 Floating-leaved aquatic






A3 Submerged aquatic



41. Species/percent cover: starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species and % cover for each in the stratum.  For forests and woodlands, list the DBH of all trees over 10 cm diameter on a separate line below each tree species. Separate the measurements with a comma and note whether in cm or inches. Estimate number of fauna.







































































































































































