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NATURAL HERITAGE REPORTING FORM 

New York Natural Heritage Program
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, NY  12233-4757

(518) 402-8935

We Need Your Help.  If you have information on the location of a rare plant, rare animal or ecological community and would like to help us build the Natural Heritage inventory, please complete the form below.  - Thank you!
INSTRUCTIONS:
  1.  Complete this form for first hand field observations only.

  2.  DO  NOT COMPLETE THIS FORM if the source of your information is a report, letter, conversation or other document.  Send us the documentation.
  3.  Rare birds: complete this form only for observations during the breeding season or at large concentration areas during migration or in winter.

  4.  Attach a copy of a map (USGS 1:24,000 topographic map preferred) and mark the location of the rare species or community & its boundary (if known). 

          Note, you may print copies of topo maps from the Internet at http://www.topozone.com.  Please use 1:24,000 or 1:25,000 scale only.

SOURCE OF YOUR INFORMATION: (check one of the following)

__ Firsthand field observation   Does the identification need to be confirmed? __ yes __ no

__ Other:  Please do not complete this form; send us a copy of the documentation instead.  If source is a conversation with someone, send us a note.

FORM COMPLETED BY:
Date:
phone:

IDENTIFICATION

Complete only one form per rare plant, animal or ecological community per site.  If you need a list of rare species/communities we are tracking, contact our office.
Name of the rare plant, animal or ecological community:  

Last Date Observed:  

First Date Observed:  month: 

Observer (name, phone# and address if known) : 

LOCATION:

Site name (local or place name):



Directions (describe in detail the precise location of the species or community; include nearby landmarks, street names and mileages):



County: 
Town:
Name of USGS 7.5' topo (if known):

OBSERVATION DATA:

    Animals:  Indicate the number of adults, juveniles, nests, etc.  

    Plants:     Indicate 1) the number of flowering plants and/or sterile stems and 2) the number of separate plant groups 

    Ecological communities: Indicate 1) the percent cover of tree, shrub and herb layers and 2) the percent cover of dominant plants in each layer.  



SIZE: Please indicate the estimated size of the area occupied by the animal, plant or community): _____________acres or _____________sq. meters

If the area occupied is long, narrow and less than 12.5 meters wide,  please indicate:          Length:___________(meters)    Width: _________(meters)

HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  Write a word picture of the habitat where the species or community is found.  Include ecological  communities, dominants, associated species, substrates, soils, aspect, slope, hydrology, etc. 



LANDOWNER (name, addresses and phone numbers if available): 

LANDSCAPE (describe the current landscape surrounding the plant, animal or community (i.e., farmland, residential, pristine forest, etc.)

    

CURRENT AND POTENTIAL THREATS:  

​MANAGEMENT  NEEDS:  

SPECIMEN:  Was a specimen taken? ___yes  ___no.  If yes, indicate the collection # and repository: ___________________________________________

PHOTOGRAPH: Was a photo taken? ___yes ___no.     If yes: ___slide ___print ___digital.  If possible, please send us a copy of the photo.  

Is a copy included with the form? ___yes ___no

COMMENTS: 

HABITAT MAP: Please draw a sketch of the site and habitat showing the location of the species or ecological community which are not apparent on the topo map.  Show nearby landmarks, the route taken, streets, landmarks, disturbances, scale, and north.  Use an additional sheet of paper if needed.
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