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NEGATIVE ELEMENT SURVEY FORM

NY Natural Heritage Program












700 Troy-Schenectady Rd













Latham, NY 12110-2400

Reviewed by NY Natural Heritage Program:   Date:__     ___  Initials: ________
INSTRUCTIONS:

1.  Complete this form for species or community elements which were searched for but not found.

2.  So that each form stands on its own, avoid citing sections from other field forms. You may however, copy data from other forms to this form.

3.  If , for example, you are searching for 6 elements and find 1, complete this form for the 5 not found and a rare plant, animal or community form for the 1 element which was found.
SURVEYSITE:  

FILING QUADCODE: 
Additional quad codes:

FILING QUADNAME: 
Additional quadnames: 

ELEMENT(s) SEARCHED FOR BUT NOT FOUND:   List element(s) searched for, but not found, or write “any” to indicate a search for any elements.



 SURVEY INFORMATION
Survey date: 
Time from: _______ to: _______ am or pm (circle)
Sourcecode: F 

Weather conditions: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Was a complete survey conducted? ___yes ___no   If no, explain: _______________________________________________________________________
Surveyors (principal surveyor first, include first and last name): _________________________________________________________________________



REASONS WHY ELEMENT(s)  WAS NOT FOUND
Check all that apply: ___ ambiguous directions
___ disturbances  
                ___ exotics  
___ habitat destroyed




 ___ time of year  

___ unsuitable habitat
___ weather  
___ Insufficiently/incompletely surveyed



 ___ de novo search - element(s) may have never occurred here.



 ___other:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional explanation:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If previously known from this site, do you believe the element(s) are now extirpated?  ___yes  ___no.  Explain: ___________________________________
Further survey work needed?   ___yes ___no  Explain: _______________________________________________________________________________
SIMILAR ELEMENTS.  Do similar, look-alike or closely related species or communities occur at this survey site? ___yes ___no    If yes, list them below:


DIRECTIONS:   (Provide detailed directions to the survey site.  Refer to nearby landmarks, roads, villages.  Include distances and compass directions)


HABITAT and LANDSCAPE
Does habitat for the element(s) exist at this survey site? ____yes   ____no   Explain: 



Describe the specific habitat searched.  Convey a mental image of the habitat and its features including quality/condition of the habitat, land forms, aquatic features, vegetation, slope, aspect, soils, associated plant/animal species, natural disturbances.


MANAGEMENT AND THREATS 
THREATS to this survey site: 



MANAGEMENT:  If there is a possibility the element might be present,  what measures need to be taken to protect it? (e.g., burn periodically, open the canopy, ensure water quality, control exotics, keep out the ATV's, study effects of browsing, etc.)   



OWNER:  If known, indicate the land ownership (name of owner(s), address and phone number) _____________________________________________



TOPOGRAPHIC MAP (mandatory)

1.Attach a photocopy of  the appropriate part of a 1:24,000 (or 1:25,000 scale) USGS topographic map.  Please do NOT enlarge or reduce  the map.  If a 1:25,000 map is used, write the scale on the map photocopy.

2.  Indicate on the attached topo map the exact location of the survey and route taken (and/or determined using air photos).

SKETCH OF AREA SEARCHED (if habitat exists)  On the back of the USGS topographic map (above), sketch the fine details of an overhead view of the survey site that are not apparent on the topographic map.  Please indicate landmarks, other important features, route taken, disturbances, scale and north.
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