Biotics Support Clinic Minutes

May 3, 2005

Programs Attending:
PA,MB,CT,WY,MT,BC,MI,AZ,VA,VT,ON,NY,WA,ID,TN,MD,TX-CDC
NatureServe (Carol Fogelsong, Steve Beiting, Steve Moslin, Debbie Albert, Cameron Scott, Donna Reynolds, Jennifer Nichols)

Agenda

1) The British Columbia CDC has volunteered to do the program report detailing their latest version of the BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer as well as discuss their creation of back up tables for their extensible data fields. In addition they will be talking about their Excel/Access data capture system and upload templates for ESRs and CASs.

Please point your browser to http://srmapps.gov.bc.ca/apps/eswp/  prior to the call so Beth Rogers can walk you through the interface.

Please download the following two files, with screen shots of the Excel upload application and code for moving extensible data to the deleted schema.

DataMgrsMay2_2005.ppt
BC_ESR_Template.ppt

2) Running Microsoft patches on Biotics server

3) Developing queries to track EO shapes and records added or modified, by species.

4) EST Distribution Grid after Exchange

5) Biotics on XP

Discussion

#1.  The British Columbia gave a presentation detailing their latest version of the BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/atrisk/toolintro.html.  

This presentation also included details on how they are using Excel spreadsheets as a template to gather ESR data from contractors for eventual load into Access and Biotics.  They will be using this method to gather CAS data in the near future.

As if that weren’t enough, they also showed the group how they created triggers and tables that will capture records deleted from their extensible tables into the Biotics deleted schema.  Contact Beth Rogers, Debbie Webb, and Tom Roe for more details on any of these topics.

#2. Recently, a program installed a Microsoft patch that caused their server to randomly reboot.  This affected all applications on that server, not just Biotics.  They found that this was due to a conflict with a MS service called Epolicy, which handles the virus definition files.  They wanted to know if anyone else had experienced this problem, which no one, yet, had.

#3. We discussed how to use the information in the audit log tables.  One program mentioned that they noticed that the audit log gets updated every time the SHAPE table is queried.  This sounds like a bug, so the support team will look into it.  Normally, the audit log gets updated only when a row in a table is inserted, updated or deleted.  It should be noted that the rec_last_mod info in tables only tells you who and when updated the table last.  If you want to find out exactly what was updated, you will need to query the AUDIT_LOG and AUDIT_LOG_COLUMN tables.  The KB contains some examples on how to query these tables.  

#4. A question was raised about how the data exchange process affects the element distribution information.  A program noted that erroneous information in their distribution tables was not replaced with correct information when they did their data exchange.  Instead, new rows were added in addition to the erroneous ones.  Cameron informed the group that the import rules for this table were recently corrected to stop this from occurring.  They started sending out the correct import rules a few months ago.  He also noted that programs doing their uploads should accept changes to these tables, which will then cause the erroneous ones to be deleted.

#5 Some programs are still experiencing problems running Biotics on XP. The Arcview interface will disappear leaving the interface monitor and power builder module running. Marta in BC found that when the password protected screen saver kicked in and Arcview was maximized, it would disappear. She set the screen saver timeout to 9999 as a workaround for the issue. Other people said to double check to make sure the Arcview XP patch has been installed. Many programs mentioned that they are running XP and are not having problems. ESRI recommends running Arcview 3.3 (with the patch) if you are using XP.

