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Washington to Collaborate on New Online Land Conservation Guide  
 

Olympia – The Washington State Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program 
has been selected as one of five pilot programs for LandScope America, a new interactive 
website designed to inform and inspire expanded efforts to preserve the nation’s lands and 
waters.   
 
LandScope America, a collaborative effort among NatureServe, the National Geographic Society 
and state natural heritage programs, is scheduled to launch in late 2008. Backed by a $5 million 
grant, the website will offer the public an online multimedia guide that illustrates the depth and 
breadth of America’s natural and working lands and the tools needed to conserve them 
effectively.  
 
“The Department of Natural Resources and the Natural Heritage Program are excited and 
pleased to be the lead for Washington as one of five states chosen to help develop this exciting 
new conservation tool. It is recognition of the leadership role that we have played in the 
protection of the State of Washington’s abundant natural riches,” said Doug Sutherland, 
Washington State’s Commissioner of Public Lands. “LandScope Washington will also give us 
the opportunity to showcase the efforts of our many partners and to encourage conservation 
action at all levels.”   
 
LandScope Washington, a state-level component of the larger project, will encourage visitors to 
immerse themselves in fascinating stories, photos, audio, video, and satellite imagery about the 
state’s lands. The website will showcase conservation priorities, maps and other rich scientific 
data from authoritative state sources, helping the public to understand conservation issues and 
the need to take action.  
 
One component of the website will feature landscapes where conservation needs have been 
identified and conservation actions are underway. The South Puget Sound prairies, located just 
south of Olympia, will be one of the first landscapes spotlighted. The region’s fascinating 
geological history makes it a special place for biodiversity. 
 
The region’s open oak and grassland savannahs comprise one of the nation’s rarest ecosystems. 
Completely covered by ice 15,000 years ago, this landscape was formed by retreating ice sheets 
and streams that carried glacial melt-water and sediment away from the ice. For thousands of 
years, Native Americans maintained the oak-grassland ecosystem by using fire to keep the 
encroaching forest at bay.  
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Vanishing species such as the golden paintbrush and Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly are found in 
the open grasslands of the South Puget Sound prairies, which now cover just three percent of 
their historic extent. These prairie remnants are also home to many other species of imperiled 
plants and animals. Population growth, agriculture, development, invasive species, and other 
threats have prompted the Washington Natural Heritage Program and other partners to join 
forces to help preserve the region’s unique biodiversity, which is sustained through controlled 
fires and manual removal of shrubs and trees that invade the prairies.  

 

“The biological diversity found within the South Puget Sound prairie landscape is truly 

remarkable.  A tremendous group of partners  agencies, organizations, volunteers  all are 
working together, applying a variety of conservation tools to help protect a unique, beautiful part 
of our natural heritage, said John Gamon, coordinator of the Washington Natural Heritage 
Program.”   

 

“Our hope is that sharing stories such as the wonderful efforts underway in the South Puget 
Sound prairies via the LandScope Washington website will inspire conservation action here and 
in Washington’s other biologically rich and diverse places,” said Gamon. 
 

LandScope Washington also will draw on the Washington Biodiversity Council’s 30-year 
statewide strategy for biodiversity conservation released in December. This strategy sets a 
framework that will help protect Washington’s biodiversity heritage for future generations.  The 
LandScope Washington website will display and highlight the priorities identified in the strategy. 
 
In addition to Washington, other pilot states are Florida, Colorado, Virginia and Maine. A 
preview website is available at www.landscope.org.  
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NatureServe is a non-profit conservation group dedicated to providing the scientific basis for effective conservation action. 
Representing a network of 80 natural heritage programs and conservation data centers in the United States, Canada, and Latin 
America, NatureServe is a leading source for detailed scientific information about threatened plants, animals, and ecosystems. 
Visit us online at www.natureserve.org.  
 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources provides professional, forward-looking stewardship of our state lands, 
natural resources, and environment, and leadership in creating a sustainable future for the Trusts and all citizens..  
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/base/dnrhome.html 


