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Tommy Never Talked About
Grasslands

Pennyroyal Plain Tallgrass Prairie,
Fort Campbell Army Base, Clarksville, TN



The Forgotten Grasslands of the South
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How do we know Southeastern grasslands
were so extensive?
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Records of Grassland-Dependent Species
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Grassland Remnants
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Mosaic Landscapes
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|. Functionally Extinct

- What Remains

E] Historic Grand Prairie

| Grand Prairie Ecoregion
- Developed or Agriculture
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V. Relatively Secure Grasslands :
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History Economics  Services Biodiversity
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Can we afford to let our last remnants slip into oblivion?
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Plant Biodiversity
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Animal Biodiversity
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The World’s Newest (36t") Global Biodiversity Hotspot
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No Safety Net

Landscape-Scale Conservation Small-Scale Conservation



Ecological Collapse




Renewed Interest in Grassland Conservation




Have we resigned ourselves to accept the loss of these
once majestic landscapes that are so critically important
to biodiversity, history, culture?




Can our grasslands survive into the 22" century?
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Until there is a coordinated effort to conserve,
research, and rebuild them they will continue to slip
into oblivion
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The challenges facing Southeastern grasslands

are complex

Major Knowledge Gaps

Extreme Rarity

Scarcity of Funding

Diminished Resources

Declining Expertise

| *unparalleled long-term financial
| . commitment from philanthropy,
corporate sponsors, and grants
* support at local, regional, state, and
national levels

| *leadership and coordination

i .

* jnvestments in infrastructure and
organization

* Multifaceted response
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The Southeastern Grasslands Initiative
- g hew national conservation program -
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* Leadership
e Resource Center

 Education/Outreach

* Advocacy/Policy

* Granting Program
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¢ Leadershig Dwayne Estes Ph.D. Theo Witsell Reed Noss Ph.D.
Executive Director Director of Research Chief Science Advisor
& Co-Founder & Co-Founder

e Resource Center

 Education/Outreach

 Advocacy/Policy

* Granting Program

Alan Weakley Ph.D. K. Gregg Elliott J.J. White
Chair, Science Advisory Board Dir. of Communications Administrative Assistant



On-the-ground Coordination
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Citizens for Conservation
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Leadership

e Resource Center

 Education/Outreach

* Advocacy/Policy

* Granting Program
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GRANTING PROGRAM
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