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Participating in the Charleston Harbor Coastal Resilience Assessment  
Following are instructions to help stakeholders participate in NFWF's Coastal Resilience Assessment. 

NOTE: Some of the clickable links in these instructions are to email clients and external webpages. Your 

administrators may prevent direct clicks to these. If clicking on a link does not work for you please try 

right-clicking on it and choosing “Copy Hyperlink,” or if the text is a URL you may just copy the text, and 

pasting into a browser like IE or Chrome. 

1. Submission of data for use in the resilience assessment analyses 

The resilience assessment analyses will be based on data representing wildlife, human infrastructure, 

and risks to both. For those with knowledge of high quality spatial data for the project area we 

encourage you to share it with us. These data submissions will be reviewed and when applicable they 

will replace or supplement the data already collected. You can find a list of data in-hand and needed on 

the watershed’s portal or request them directly from Cameron Scott. 

Click here to jump to the instructions on submitting data. 

2. Submission of resilience projects 

The results of the resilience assessment analyses will inform selection of resilience projects for possible 

inclusion in the watershed assessment’s Project Portfolio*. These projects will be evaluated based on 

many criteria, including the expected benefit to wildlife and human populations. We encourage 

stakeholders to submit their projects for review. 

*(Please note that current funding does not exist for implementation.) 

Click here to jump to the instructions on submitting a resilience project. 

3. Upload of plans and documents useful to the project 

We also are summarizing existing studies and plans that deal with community or wildlife vulnerability 

assessments and resilience plans. They can be local, regional, or state but include and are relevant to the 

Charleston Harbor watershed. Please share them with us by uploading them to 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/0oYnPxXsrQi9ZHNPKKLm. 

 

4. Join the Charleston Harbor watershed portal 

The watershed portal, hosted by the South Atlantic LCC on Data Basin, will serve as the primary vehicle 

for stakeholders to stay involved in all stages of the project. It will also be the location for stakeholders 

to find and download project documents or data.  

Stakeholders will be able to download and review select data and process documents for the project. 

Comments on these are encouraged and can be sent to Cameron Scott. These will include a list of data 

obtained and needed for the assessments, lists of wildlife species and habitats, risks and threats to those 
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species, etc. Draft and final reports and the final decision support system may also be posted on the 

portal in the future. 

Click here to jump to the instructions on joining the watershed portal. 

Submission of Data for Resilience Assessment Analyses 
Data submitted for evaluation must be spatial in nature (i.e., GIS data) and requires some basic 

information to be provided via an online form. It is preferred for the data to be uploaded, but links to a 

downloadable version of the data may also be provided in the form. 

Not sure if your data should be submitted? See the section Reviewing Existing Data below. 

Data Submission Form 
Please fill out our online form to help ensure we use and evaluate the data appropriately. This will be 

the primary way we track data submissions. The form can be found here, 

https://tinyurl.com/charleston-harbor-data-form 

Data Upload 
Data Requirements 

• Data must be georeferenced and use a defined projection.  

• Data should be complete for full extent of project area and not just a subset of it. 

• Data must either be represented as an area (e.g., polygon shapefile, raster) or have a defined 

buffer to use on features with no area (e.g., points or lines). A single buffer can be provided for 

all features or an attribute can specify the buffer for each feature. 

• It is highly preferred for all data submitted to contain FGDC compliant metadata. Exceptions 

may be made, but data lacking metadata often will not make it through our evaluation process. 

Upload Steps 

1. Zip your data using a program like WinZip or 7zip. 

a. Use this link to go to the upload folder, 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/xqQTByEPAkGw9HVQYBE6 

2. Click on the “Choose from computer” button and select your zip file. It will be uploaded to our 

Dropbox account and visible only to select NatureServe staff conducting the analyses. 

Reviewing Existing Data 
If you're unsure whether the data you have is needed please follow these instructions. They will guide 

you in finding the data currently planned for use and determining if your data should be considered to 

replace or supplement it. If you are still uncertain after reading the guidelines you can submit the data 

and note any uncertainty in the online form or contact Cameron Scott for guidance. 

1. See what data is needed: Obtain the latest copy of the Data_Needs.xlsx spreadsheet. This 

spreadsheet has tabs for "Wildlife and Habitat Data" and "Risks and Threats Data." Each tab 
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provides the general categories of data that we are looking for and any data we plan to use for 

each category. 

a. You may have been emailed a copy of the Data Needs spreadsheet, but we will be 

posting updates to the watershed portal as data comes in. You can download the most 

recent version from the Resilience Assessment Data folder on the Content tab of the 

portal. 

2. Determine if your data can be used on the project.  

a. Does the data correspond to one of the categories in the Data Needs spreadsheet? 

i. If Yes, note the category in the Intended Use Comments field of the online form. 

ii. If No, consider suggesting a new category and submitting the data for that. 

b. Is the data  complete for the full extent of project area and not just a subset of it? If the 

data is restricted to a subset of the project but the object it represents can be found in 

many other areas of the project then it can skew our final results.  

c. Is the data of higher quality than or fill gaps in what is already planned for use?  

Submitting Resilience Projects 
Submitting a Resilience Project is a two-step process. First, you will fill out an online form with 

information about your project. Second, you may upload a zip file containing supporting documentation. 

If you are including supporting documentation it may be helpful to compile it before filling out the 

online form.  

There are three types of documentation that may be included in your zip file. None are required, though 

it is highly recommended you provide them where possible. They will be of help in the evaluation of 

your submission. 

• GIS layer depicting project boundary. (note the filename as it will be needed in the online 

submission form) 

• Plan documents: plans, diagrams, schematics of this specific project. (note the filename as it 

will be needed in the online submission form) 

• Documentation showing if this project is a priority for Federal, state or local agencies, the 

LCC, or conservation leaders. (note the filename and page numbers as they will be needed 

in the online submission form) 

Online Submission Form 
Fill out the form at http://www.natureserve.org/conservation-tools/projects/resilience-project-form, 

being sure to indicate the filenames in your zip when instructed to do so in the form. You may submit 

multiple projects by filling out the form multiple times. 

Zip upload steps 
1. Zip your data using a program like WinZip or 7zip. 

a. Zip the files and name with the following format: first_last_organization_id.zip. The id is 

meant to be used if you need to upload more than one zip. For example, 

John_Doe_ACME_1.zip. NOTE: you may include files for multiple submissions in the zip, but 
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be sure to enter the correct filenames for each project’s submission. Files not referenced by 

the online form data will likely be missed altogether. 

b. Use the following link to go to the upload folder, 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/OUmavJ7vF8AkMQUz9al2 

2. Click on the “Choose from computer” button and select your file. It will be uploaded to our Dropbox 

account and visible only to select NatureServe staff conducting the analyses. 

Joining the Watershed Portal 

Create an account 
1. Go to South Atlantic LCC Conservation Planning Atlas home page (https://salcc.databasin.org/).  

2. On the home page, click “Get Started” in the navigation menu.  

3. Select “Become a Data Basin Member” in the drop-down list to go to the sign-up page.  

4. Create an account to become a Data Basin member. You can browse datasets, maps, galleries, 

and groups.  

5. Check out the Help page with tutorials and links: https://salcc.databasin.org/help. 

 

Become a Group member 
1. Go to the link below and select “Join” to request permission to join. 

https://databasin.org/groups/61d8b772afc044aba15bd07c97832770 
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