
The Power of a Donor -Advised Fund 

A donor-advised fund (fund) is a charitable giving vehicle set up un-
der the tax umbrella of a public charity, which acts as sponsor to 

many such funds. A fund o! ers you, the donor, the opportunity to cre-
ate an easy-to-establish, low cost, " exible vehicle for charitable giving 
as an alternative to direct giving or creating a private foundation. Donors enjoy admin-
istrative convenience, cost savings and tax advantages by conducting their grantmak-
ing through a fund.

Community foundations pioneered the development of the donor-advised fund and 
a number of commercial sponsors, educational institutions, and independent charities 
now o! e r this service. According to the National Philanthropic Trust, donor-advised 
funds are the fastest growing charitable giving vehicle, with more than 100,000 donor-
advised accounts established holding over $17.5 billion in assets.

Because the fund is housed in a public charity, donors receive the maximum tax de-
duction available, while avoiding excise taxes and other restrictions imposed on private 
foundations. Furthermore, donors do not incur the cost of establishing and administer-
ing a private foundation. Because the maximum tax deduction is received by the donor 
at the time of the gift, the organization administering the fund gains full control over 
the contribution, granting the donor advisory status. As such, they are not legally 
bound to the donor, but make grants to other public charities based upon the donor's 
recommendation. 

For more information about this charitable vehicle, please contact Joe Bond at 703-
908-1840 or joe_bond@natureserve.org.
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Left: Alligator Lake, 
Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina.  
Right: Osprey on nest, 
with leg banded for 
population survey. 
Photos courtesy of DoD 
Legacy Program. 

Masthead photo:
Yellowstone River in 
winter. % National Park 
Service by Frank Walker.

Along the Path

These days it seems that everything we 
took for granted about the world is un-

certain. We hear daily stories about rising 
temperatures and how that a! e cts climate 
both now and into the future. Much of this 
information is unnerving. It is especially 
hard to discern what constitutes good 
conservation practice, as old assumptions 
are put to the test. People who care about 
the natural world must sift through a sea 
of information about climate change and 
try to understand what it means.  

Fortunately, NatureServe has a long his-
tory of addressing climate change issues.  
And major new collaborations are under 
way. In Georgia, we partnered with key 
stakeholders to improve tools for manag-
ing coastal ecosystems, and to identify 
ªhot spotsº where climatic changes are 
likely to have the greatest impacts on wildlife.  

This year we will announce a major cli-
mate change strategy for NatureServe that 
ties all of these pieces together.  Building 
on our strengths, we will focus on plan-
ning for ecosystem resiliency by leading 
national monitoring e! orts across our net-
work of state natural heritage programs 
and providing guidance on mitigation 
practices that protect sensitive habitats.

In the face of uncertainty, together we 
can provide a clear path forward on cli-
mate change and other critical challenges 
that you care about. The accomplishments 
highlighted in this issue are only possible 
with your continued support. Thank you* 

Mary L. Klein
President and CEO

New Analysis A!  rms Uncle Sam's 
Role in Conserving Rare Species

Controlling nearly one-third of the nation's land area, the fed-
eral government is the country's largest landowner. These 

lands span the full array of American ecosystems, from frozen 
tundra in the north to subtropical hardwood hammocks in south-
ern Florida. Uncle Sam plays a key role in protecting our nation's 
lands and waters and the biodiversity that lives there. 

With support from the Department of Defense Legacy Pro-
gram, NatureServe analyzed how endangered and imperiled spe-
cies are distributed across the many agencies that manage the 
federal estate. 

Based on the latest data, U.S. Forest Service and 
Department of Defense (DoD) lands contain the most species 
protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). DoD lands 
were rea#  rmed as underappreciated reservoirs of biodiversity 
harboring densities of ESA-status species and imperiled species 
that are at least three times higher than any other agency. De-
fense installations in Hawaii are especially signi& cant. More than 
one-third of all ESA-status species on military lands live there. 

The results of this analysis will appear in the April issue of the 
journal BioScience, and are part of a new biodiversity guide and 
supporting website that will help DoD natural resources manag-
ers to better conserve America's rich biodiversity.  
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New Report Addresses Threats to Shenandoah 
National Park's Rock Outcrops

Only 75 miles away from the commo-
tion of city life, Shenandoah National 

Park's mountains and unique biodiversity 
have always provided a true escape to the 
wilderness. Encompassing part of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, the park is long and nar-
row, with the broad Shenandoah Valley to 
the west and the rolling hills of Virginia's 
Piedmont to the east.  For nearly seven de-
cades the park has been a popular spot, 
receiving on average more than a million 
visitors per year.  

Exposed rock outcroppings in the park are noteworthy for their size, number, geo-
logical diversity, and plant and animal life. The Virginia Natural Heritage Program, a 
member of the NatureServe network, recently collaborated with the National Park Ser-
vice to publish a report that highlights major threats to the biodiversity of Shenandoah 
National Park's rock outcrops with recommendations on how to most e! ectively re-
spond to these threats. 

A total of 50 rock outcrop sites were mapped and assessed for threats. The study 
identi& ed 54 signi& cant natural communities, 10 rare animals and 76 rare plants, of 
which 45 occurrences were previously unknown. Invasive species and human impacts 
such as hiker trampling, camping and rock climbing were identi& ed as the primary 
threats to the natural resources found on rock outcrops. 

To better conserve the park's rich outcrop vegetation and biodiversity while still se-
curing a rich experience for visitors, the report o! ers a suite of recommendations that 
includes limiting access to 25 rock outcrop sites, closing or re-routing some trails, better 
managing climbing and camping activities, and managing invasive species at 18 sites.  

Mountain laurel blossoms along Limberlost Trail, 
Shenandoah National Park. % National Park Service. 

Climate Change Strategy 
in the Making

Climate change poses perhaps the 
greatest long-term threat to the sur-

vival of our rich biological heritage, and 
is increasingly recognized as a key con-
sideration in the planning and execution 
of conservation projects. NatureServe is 
no stranger to this issue. 

As long ago as the early 1990s, we 
carried out a large-scale study of how 
temperature increases may raise extinc-
tion rates of U.S. plants. Our scientists 
have been involved in several e! orts de-
signed to help understand the current 
and future impacts of shifting climate on 
species and ecosystems. Dr. Bruce 
Young, NatureServe's Director of Species 
Science, for instance, was a member of 
the international team of investigators 
that uncovered an alarming link be-
tween climate change and the extinc-
tion of a suite of harlequin frogs across 
Central and South America. 

Given the scale of the threat, howev-
er, we are challenging ourselves to do 
even more. To identify how NatureServe 
and our network of local partners can 
best address climate change issues, we 
are currently developing a climate 
change strategy. This strategy focuses 
on: 1) understanding the impacts of cli-
mate change on biodiversity; 2) reduc-
ing impacts on biodiversity from e! orts 
designed to reduce society's carbon 
footprint  such as windpower; and 3) 
how to help wildlife weather likely 
changes in their habitats because of 
shifts in climate.

We are  grateful to the Faucett Family 
Foundation and the Betsy and Jesse Fink 
Fund for supporting NatureServe's ef-
forts to bring the full breadth of our ex-
pertise and scienti& c information to bear 
on this issue. We look forward to advanc-
ing this strategy and making a di! erence 
on the climate change issue. We will 
keep you up to date on our progress.

Bruce A. Stein, Ph.D.
Vice President and Chief Scientist

View from Little Stony Man Cli! s, Shenandoah Na-
tional Park.  % John F. Mitchell, National Park Service.



A newly completed assessment of the conservation status of North American reptiles 
shows that most of the group is faring better than expected, with relatively few 

species at severe risk of extinction.

The comprehensive international assessment was carried out by zoologists from Na-
tureServe, working in partnership with reptile experts from universities, the World Con-
servation Union (IUCN), and Conservation International. The study covers 721 species of 
lizards and snakes found in Mexico, the United States, and Canada. (Other reptiles, in-
cluding turtles, alligators, and crocodiles, had been previously assessed). About one in 
eight lizards and snakes (84 species) were found to be threatened with extinction, with 
another 23 species labeled Near Threatened. For 121 lizards and snakes, the data are in-
su#  cient to allow a con& dent estimate of their extinction risk, while 493 species (about 
two-thirds of the total) are at present relatively secure.

When viewed in comparison with the perils facing other an-
imals, this is reasonably good news for North America's snakes 
and lizards. A comparable recent global assessment of am-
phibians, for example, found nearly one-third of the planet's 
amphibians to be at risk of extinction.

ªConsidering the steady stream of bad news we hear about our global environment, 
it's worth pointing out the good news that many reptiles are hanging in there,º said 
Geo!  Hammerson, Ph.D., a NatureServe zoologist and major contributor to the research. 
ªReptiles have faced a lot of challenges in their 300-million-year evolutionary history, 
and some of them just might outlast us.º

The results of the two-year assessment were announced in September 2007 as a key 
component of the 2007 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Widely recognized as the 
most de& nitive tally of the planet's threatened wildlife, the Red List is a joint e! ort led 
by IUCN and its Species Survival Commission, working with o#  cial Red List partners 
BirdLife International, Conservation International, NatureServe, and the Zoological Soci-
ety of London. The North American e! ort was funded primarily by the Regina Bauer 
Frankenberg Foundation for Animal Welfare, a New York-based foundation dedicated to 
the care and conservation of the world's animals.

Conserving Michigan's 
Biodiversity on Private 
Lands 

In Michigan, scientists and landowners 
have come together to better con-

serve and manage rare species and their 
habitats on private lands. In 2007 alone, 
the Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
(MNFI), a member of the NatureServe 
network, in collaboration with the Mich-
igan Department of Natural Resources' 
Landowner Incentive Program (LIP), sur-
veyed over 2,800 acres owned by more 
than 50 private landowners for rare spe-
cies and natural communities.  

During these surveys, scientists dis-
covered several new populations of the 
globally rare Huron River leafhopper, 
found in only & ve locations in Michigan.  
The team also found the state-threat-
ened dusted skipper, a rare butter" y as-
sociated with dry sand prairies in Michi-
gan. The new information will be incor-
porated into management plans for pri-
vate land owners participating in the LIP 
program. 

Rare Plants Found in 
The Gunks 

The Shawangunk Ridge,  the northern 
end of a long ridge that marks the 

western and northern edge of the Great 
Appalachian Valley, is among New York 
state's scenic and biological treasures. 
Known as a famously challenging rock-
climbing site ªthe Gunksº are also home 
to unusual ridgetop forest types and 
rare species that are still being uncov-
ered. 

There, ecologist Tim Howard of the 
New York Natural Heritage Program, a 
member of the NatureServe network, 
recently discovered the world's second 
known location of a plant called wood 
reedgrass, as well as another rare plant, 
black sedge, that had not been seen in 
the state in the past 92 years.

North American Reptiles Faring Better Than Expected

The stunningly patterned red 
cornsnake is found through-
out the southeastern United 
States and some Caribbean 
islands. % Larry Master.


