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Consortium

• The Nature Conservancy, Colombia

• Colombian Ministry of Environment, 
Housing and Development

• Alexander von Humbolt Institute

• Conservation International

• World Wildlife Fund



Cesar & la Ciénaga de Zapatosa



La Cienaga de Zapatoza



Coal Mining



Tools

NatureServe Vista

Mitigation Query Tool

Marxan
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Examine reports to determine if  ERA and 
other element goals met.  See next slide for 

mitigation process decision paths
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Colombia Assessment & Mitigation Workflow – ERA Goals NOT met



Workflow
Colombia Assessment & Mitigation Workflow – ERA Goals met
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Conservation 

Elements
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Scenarios



Analysis: Scenario Evaluation



Mitigation: Avoidance & Minimization



Offsite Mitigation: The Mitigation Query Tool 

Overview



Offsite Mitigation: The Mitigation 

Query Tool 

• How can it help me?

–Find areas with similar characteristics

according to user-defined criteria

• What is it doing?

–Creating a weighted index of sites

• What do I need to run it?

–The same setup to run Vista



Offsite Mitigation: The Mitigation 

Query Tool
1. Identify impact site

2. Select out 
incompatible areas

3. Identify priority 
receiving areas

4. Define weights

5. Use tool

6. Repeat as necessary



Q&A


