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Fagus grandifolia - Quercus (alba, velutina, prinus) / Kalmia Iatifolia Forest

Translated Name: American Beech - (White Oak, Black Oak, Chestnut Oak) / Mountain Laurel Forest

Common Name: Northeastern Coastal Plain / Piedmont Oak - Beech / Heath Forest

Unique Identifier: CEGL006919

Classification Approach: International Vegetation Classification (IVC)

Summary: This mixed forest of beech and oaks occurs on the inner Coastal Plain and outer Piedmont from New Jersey to southern
Virginia. It is particularly common on steep ravine slopes and bluffs of dissected terrain with highly acidic soils. It occurs occasionally on
short, steep bluffs of the outer Coastal Plain, and occasionally occurs on elevated swamp islands with sandy, oligotrophic soils. The
overstory is composed of Fagus grandifolia with variable codominance by several oaks, particularly Quercus prinus, Quercus alba, and
Quercus velutina. Minor associates include Quercus coccinea, Acer rubrum, Carya spp., and Liriodendron tulipifera. Typical subcanopy
trees include Sassafras albidum, Acer rubrum, Nyssa sylvatica, Cornus florida, Amelanchier arborea, and llex opaca, the latter frequently
dominating in Coastal Plain stands. An evergreen shrub layer with strong dominance by Kalmia /atifolia is characteristic, with low-cover
associates of Rhododendron periclymenoides, Vaccinium spp., and Gaylussacia baccata. Deciduous ericads alone are dominant in rare

patches that lack Kalmia /atifolia. On northern exposures, Fagus grandifolia tends to strongly dominate, and Kalmia latifolia may achieve
>75% cover.

Classification Jump to Section

Classification Confidence: 2 - Moderate

Classification Comments: A variant of this type was described by A. Windisch (OH1 or DOf1) at Fort Dix. This association

is similar to Quercus velutina - Quercus coccinea - Quercus prinus / Kalmia latifolia Forest (CEGL006374), however, it lacks
Fagus grandifolia, Liriodendron tulipifera, or Carya spp.

[Formation Class ~ [I-Forest
[Formation Subclass  [I.B -Deciduous forest
[Formation Group  [1.B2-Cold-deciduous forest
[Formation Subgroup  [L.B.2N - Natural/Semi-natural cold-deciduous forest
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Provides consistent names and concepts
ldentifies range -wide variablility of types
Needed to assess rarity and threats to

determine conservation status
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Goals of the Guides

Help NPS effectively manage and
Interpret the natural resources of
National Capital Region parks

| mprove the publ i co0s
of the importance of these resources

Enri ch visitorso exp¢




Audience

Diversity of NPS staff provides a proxy for
wider audiences

Clara Waters

Role: Natural Resource Manager _
Role: Researcher

Specialty: History of the American

: Specialty: Freshwater Invertebrates
Frontier

Harper Ria Ina Crick
Role:Volunteer Interpreter Role: Cultural Resource Manager

Specialty: William Wordsworth Specialty: Southeastern Native Americans

Legal Eagle
Role: Staff Attorney

Specialty: Section 404, Clean Water Act
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Natural Communities ot
Rock Creek Park

Chestnut Oak Forest

Mixed Oak/Heath Forest
Oak-Beech/Heath Forest
Mesic Mixed Hardwood Forest
Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Small Stream F
Red Maple See

oodplain Forest

page Swamp



’Natural Communities of Rock Creek Park

Dry Oak-Pine Forests
o

Ridgetops Dry, well drained, Chestnut oal Mountain Chestnut oak trees,

hilltops infertile, acidic,  (American laurel, pink seedlings, and acorns ove
p. ’ coarse to loamy s' yaach not  azalea: vel inch long; mountain laurel
so_m_etlmes often with smooth el . arse’ Lol absence or near absence
spilling over on’ stones (ancient riv yp Iapyer ?r?e_rlc?jn ltJeech. Smogth
terraces ISESIZEeqa stones aroun
COllvex Lppel ) bases of large trees; angt
slopes white stones.
Flat and rolling Dry. well drained, White oak,  Black Variety of oaks in the can
hiIItops infertile, acidic, black oak, huckleberr hillside blueberry bushes;
coarse to loamy sc chestnut oak, hillside absence or near absence

American beech in the
blueberry canopy. Smooth,-sisted
terraces beech not stones often around base

typical) large trees.

Canopy Trees. | Understory | What to Look For

often with smooth scarlet oak
stones (ancient rivi (American
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