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ESA



International Ecological Classification Standard

International Vegetation 

Classification (IVC)

International Terrestrial Ecological 

System Classification (ITESC)

US National 

Vegetation 

Classification 

(USNVC)

US Terrestrial

Ecological System

Classification (USTESC)
Association





¾ Provides consistent names and concepts

¾ Identifies range -wide variability of types

¾ Needed to assess rarity and threats to 

determine conservation status



http:// biology.usgs.gov/npsveg
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¾ Help NPS effectively manage and 

interpret the natural resources of 

National Capital Region parks

¾Improve the publicõs understanding 

of the importance of these resources

¾Enrich visitorsõ experiences of parks



Diversity of NPS staff provides a proxy for 
wider audiences

Forrest Tilden

Role: Natural Resource Manager

Specialty: History of the American 

Frontier

Legal Eagle

Role: Staff Attorney

Specialty: Section 404, Clean Water Act

Ina Crick

Role: Cultural Resource Manager

Specialty: Southeastern Native Americans

Clara Waters

Role: Researcher

Specialty: Freshwater Invertebrates

Harper Ria

Role: Volunteer Interpreter

Specialty: William Wordsworth
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¾ Chestnut Oak Forest

¾ Mixed Oak/Heath Forest

¾ Oak-Beech/Heath Forest

¾ Mesic Mixed Hardwood Forest

¾ Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

¾ Small Stream Floodplain Forest

¾ Red Maple Seepage Swamp



Chestnut Oak Forest

Ridgetops, 

hilltops, 

sometimes 

spilling over onto 

convex upper 

slopes

Dry, well drained, 

infertile, acidic, 

coarse  to loamy soil, 

often with smooth 

stones (ancient river 

terraces)

Chestnut oak 

(American 

beech not 

typical)

Mountain 

laurel, pink 

azalea; very 

sparse herb 

layer

Chestnut oak trees, 

seedlings, and acorns over 1 

inch long; mountain laurel; 

absence or near absence of 

American beech. Smooth, 

fist-sized stones around 

bases of large trees; angular 

white stones.

Mixed Oak / Heath Forest

Flat and rolling 

hilltops

Dry, well drained, 

infertile, acidic, 

coarse to loamy soil, 

often with smooth 

stones (ancient river 

terraces)

White oak, 

black oak, 

chestnut oak, 

scarlet oak 

(American 

beech not 

typical)

Black 

huckleberry

hillside

blueberry 

Variety of oaks in the canopy; 

hillside blueberry bushes; 

absence or near absence of 

American beech in the 

canopy. Smooth, fist-sized 

stones often around bases of 

large trees.

Location Soils Canopy Trees Understory What to Look For
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