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Our Mission 

To provide the scientific 

basis for effective 

conservation action
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Framework:  Three Major Goals

Providing the 

scientific basis 

for effective 

conservation 

action.

GOAL 1
Inform                 

Natural Resource 

Decisions

GOAL 2

Advance Scientific 

Understanding

GOAL 3

Build Conservation Capacity



The NatureServe Network
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600,000+ Mapped Populations 



Beyond the Map
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Respected Information Source

 “The network’s database on species and ecosystems is widely viewed as 

the most complete and detailed in the nation, and is the

country’s leading source of biological information for 

conservation planners, government agencies and land managers.” 

– The New York Times (March 2000) 

 “NatureServe has established an impressive record of accomplishment . . 

. There is no other information resource comparable to its 

authoritative centralized database of species occurrences, 

compiled over 25 years by natural heritage programs... NatureServe 

combines its scientific resources, a commitment to working in partnership 

with other institutions, and a strong vision for the future to provide a 

foundation for conservation action.”  

-- Edward O. Wilson, Pulitzer-Prize winning author of The Diversity of        

Life (June 2002) 
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Convenient One-Stop Shopping
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Web Service Screening Tool 

Launched
NatureServe has created a new web service that provides information 

on the at-risk plants and animals of North America. 

You can use this service to query an area of interest 

and determine whether any at-risk species are known 

from that area. 

Examples:

 Submit a custom polygon (any area larger than 1 square mile) and 

find out if any species with status under the U.S. Endangered 

Species Act are known to be in or near your project area.

 Discover which at-risk species are known within your county, 

watershed, USGS 7.5' quadrangle, or planning area.

 Find the best source for local information about these populations of 

plants and animals.
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How it Works

1.  Select an area of 

interest:

• Custom Polygon

• FIPS County Code

• 8-digit HUC

• 7.5’ Quadrangle 

2.  Restrict results, 

if desired e.g. only 

species with status 

under the USESA
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How it Works

• Does not return spatial data

• Offers scalable levels of information: the 

smaller the area queried the less detailed 

the information about what’s in the area.

Low spatial resolution; 

High attribute detail

vs.

High spatial resolution; 

Low attribute detail
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How it Works

Larger:  

down to 1/4 Quad (~14 sq 

miles or 36 sq km)

Medium:

down to 1/4 of a 1/4 Quad (~ 

3.7 sq miles or 10 sq km)

Small: 

down to 1 sq mile or 2.6 sq 

km.  

Maximum:

species by name and with comprehensive 

information about the species, as well as 

information on each individual population  

(e.g., when last observed, viability)

Intermediate: 

species not named, but identified by major 

group (e.g., bird species 1; bird species 2; 

plant species 1), and with information about 

each

Minimum:

a "Yes" that at least one species is known 

there (or a "Not Known")

Size of Area Queried Information Detail Returned



Current Uses: NEPAssist

A web-based 

application that:

 Draws environmental 

data dynamically

Raises important 

environmental 

issues at the earliest 

stages of project 

development
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Current Uses:  Emergency Response

Endangered Species
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Next Steps: Our Own Interface
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Next Steps: Interface



How Can This Meet Your Needs? 

(And Meet Our Goal?)
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NatureServe’s goal is to make 

biodiversity a mainstream 

consideration in all significant 

conservation and natural resource 

management decisions by making it 

simple for conservationists, 

government agencies, corporations, 

and landowners to access and use 

high-quality biodiversity information.

---NatureServe's Strategic Plan 2007-2011

GOAL 1
Inform                 

Natural Resource 

Decisions



Discussion
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When this service is available, which of your needs would it meet?  

What would make it more useful ?

Are the spatial scales you can query useful?

How important is the future development of an interface and 

advanced search criteria to you?

Would you be interested in other types of data being served, e.g:

• Where at-risk species might be based on predictive models 

that locate appropriate habitat? 

• Or where very rare natural communities are located?

What can we do to improve the tool for you?


