
INVESTING IN KNOWLEDGE
APRIL 27, 2010



2004: NatureServe initiates the Data 

Excellence Initiative

• Objective:  Invest in 
the quality and 
consistency of the 
national data sets

• Includes both species 
and ecosystems

• Estimated cost $4M 
annually

• Network members 
mobilized



Major Products

1. Nationally consistent data
2. Status assessments, threats and trends for 

50,000+ species
3. Rollup of state spatial data 

for national applications
4. Delivery via NatureServe 

Explorer
5. Quality assurance based on 

benchmark data standards, 
with annual report

6. User support and training programs
7. Continuous improvement in Biotics
8. Coordination of states to fill critical data gaps



Key Messages

• Eight federal agencies depend on NatureServe 
network data

• Federal government can leverage state and 
private investments

• Better data will lead to:
– Improved management decisions
– Higher impact investments in conservation and 

incentive programs
– More confidence in data for regulatory actions
– Better compliance with key legislation



2010 initiatives require better 

cross-border information sharing

• Emphasis on large landscapes for:

– Setting priorities within a larger context

– Addressing climate change at regional level

– Providing options for mitigation of impacts

• New initiatives with evolving scope

– Data needs not clarified

– Expectation of ready access to data when 
needed



Driving factors

USA
• USGS support for SWAPs and taxonomy (ITIS)
• FWS Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs)
• Reauthorization of Transportation Bill
• All budgets expected to decline – except defense
• Private efforts: Freedom to Roam, Energy by Design
Canada
• Species At Risk Act (SARA) growing pains – critical habitat 

and species declines
Latin America
• Infrastructure development
• Millennium development goals



Carpe Diem

• How can we seize this 
moment to reinvest?

• What is the business case 
today?
– Definition of need / key 

stakeholders
– Why NatureServe? –

unique strengths
– Rebuilding capacity across 

the network
– Required resources


