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The Central Texas Greenprint for Growth
A Regional Action Plan for Conservation and Economic Opportunity

Presentation for NatureServe Conference 4/28/10
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Central Texas is Booming
Å Central Texas has a population of 1.5 million people

Å Within 20-40 years, experts predict that nearly         

3 million people will call our region home                                          

How do you enhance 

economic development, 

preserve quality of life, 

and protect our unique 

natural resources before 

they are lost?
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A tool for balancing sustainable conservation 

goals with the infrastructure needs of our 

rapidly urbanizing region

Central Texas Greenprint for Growth
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About Greenprint for Growth
ÅUnique application of Geographic Information System(GIS) 

modeling and mapping technology integrated with local 

conservation goalsto help communities make strategic, 

objective decisionsabout land conservation and development 

priorities.

ÅUsed successfully in more than 40 areas around the country to 

identify lands whose protection could meet multiple 

conservation priorities

ÅHelps diverse community members reach common ground on 

conservation priorities as well as development and infrastructure 

goals.

http://www.pbase.com/petermurray/flowers__and_plants
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1. Identify conservation goals for each county

2. Convert conservation goals into mappable criteria

3. Create maps that reflect each countyôs goals

4. Weight goals according to community priorities

5. Create overview maps that reflect each countyôs 

priorities & identify areas meeting multiple priorities

Greenprint for Growth Process

http://www.pbase.com/petermurray/flowers__and_plants
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ÅProtect Water Quality and Quantity

ÅEnhance Park and Recreational Opportunities

ÅProtect Sensitive Ecological

Resources

ÅProtect Cultural/Historic

Resources

ÅProtect Scenic Corridors

ÅConserve Farm and Ranch Land

The Greenprinting Process ðStep 1
Identify Conservation Goals for Each County

http://www.pbase.com/petermurray/flowers__and_plants


7

The GreenprintingProcess ðStep 2
Convert Conservation Goals into MappableCriteria

Sensitive Ecological Area Priorities
ÅHigh Quality Woodlands

ÅMigratory Bird Habitat

ÅWildlife Connectivity

ÅGeologic Features

ÅSensitive Environmental Features

ÅNative Prairies

ÅRiparian Corridors

ÅSprings

ÅThreatened and Endangered Species

http://www.pbase.com/petermurray/flowers__and_plants
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The Greenprinting Process ðStep 3
Create Maps that Reflect Each Countyõs Goals
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The GreenprintingProcess ðStep 4
Weight Goals According to Community Priorities
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Hays County Results
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The Greenprinting Process ðStep 5 
Create Overview Maps that Reflect Each Countyõs Priorities

Individuallyé
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The Greenprinting Process ðStep 5
Create Overview Maps that Reflect Each Countyõs Priorities

éor Regionally
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek

http://www.pbase.com/petermurray/flowers__and_plants
http://data.capcog.org/Information_Clearinghouse/map/greenprintforgrowth/gmviewer.html
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek
East View from SH 130 and SH 71 toward Onion Creek

West View from Onion Creek toward SH 130
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek

Onion

Creek 71

ABIA
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek

Onion

Creek 71

ABIA
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Case Study ðSH 130 at Onion Creek

Onion

Creek 71

ABIA
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Onion Creek Greenway ðConcept Plan

130
71
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Plum Creek 

Mitigation
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