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Colorado Rare Plant Conservation 

Initiative (RPCI)



Goal
To conserve Coloradoõs most 

imperiled native plants& their 

habitats 

through collaborative 

partnershipsfor the preservation 

of our natural heritage & the benefit 

of future generations.

North Park phacelia



Coloradoõs Imperiled Plants

The Numbers

2596 native plants

500 tracked by CNHP

119 imperiled plants



The Forgotten Majority: 

75% of  CO Imperiled Species are 

Plants

Number of Imperiled Species in 

Colorado
Animals

39 species

Vascular 

Plants

113 

species
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No Plant State Statute in CO

NatureServe (2008)



13 Colorado plants are federally listed 

Clay-loving wild buckwheat
Penland penstemon

Mesa Verde cactus

5 are candidates for listing
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Most imperiled plants in CO occur on BLM, 

U.S. Forest Service & Private lands

NGO/Land 

Trust/Other

Local gov

Tribal

State-3%

Other Federal-

4%

NPS-4%

USFS-24%

Private-24%

BLM - 38% 

Å70% occur 

on federals 

lands

ÅArea 

occupied is 

only about 

62,000 acres  

(<.001% of  

total land 

area)



Impacts to Coloradoõs imperiled plants

Mining

Invasive plants

Residential 

development

Motorized 

recreation

Energy development

Climate changeRoads
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Colorado Rare Plant 

Conservation Strategy 

Objectives

1. Secure habitat protection 

2. Minimize impacts of threats

3. Improve scientific understanding

4. Develop state program and policies

5. Facilitate awareness/stewardship  

6. Adopt measures for ex situ 
conservation



Structure for Strategy 

Implementation

ÅSteering Committee

ÅConservation Committee

ÅPolicy Committee

Å Information Committee

ÅAll committees work on Education and 

Outreach

ÅAll committees have written team charters and 

2010 work plans



Goal: Develop and implement a state program and 

policies to enhance the conservation of Coloradoõs 

most imperiled plants.

ÂWork with state legislators

ÂState Agency Directive

ÂExecutive order and joint resolution

ÂState Statute 

Policy committee



Develop & implement state program and 

policies that enhance conservation 

ÂEstablish a state plant list

ÂAcknowledge COõs interest in 

protecting plants

ÂProvides funding mechanisms 



Include plants 

CDOW State 

Wildlife Action Plan


