


Organizational Background
• A Wildscreen Initiative

– UK-based charity established in 1982
– Wildscreen Festival

• World’s largest wildlife film festival – the “Green Oscars”
• 500 films, and 650 delegates from >40 countries

• ARKive established in 2003 with support from HP

• Wildscreen USA established in January 2009 to support 
ARKive 



What is ARKive?
• A centralized digital library of films and photographs of 

the world’s threatened species (IUCN Red List):

- preserved and maintained for future generations

- accessible online for public, scientific and educational use

• Each species profile includes a scientifically 
authenticated “Fact File”













Why do we need ARKive?

• Emotive power of wildlife imagery
• Important scientific and historical records
• Scattered collections around the world
• Risk of loss and dispersal
• Restricted public and educational use



Sources of material
• Natural history broadcasters
• Commercial picture libraries
• Conservation organizations
• Research institutions & scientists
• Private individuals



ARKive to date:

• 4,000 species profiles

• 5,000 movie clips

• 28,000 still images



ARKive web stats

• Now receiving 20,000 visitors daily

• From over 180 countries

• Visitors include - school children, teachers, university 
students and lecturers, conservationists, scientists and 
general public



What next?

• Increase number of ARKive species and volume of  digital 
media

• Increase links and sharing of data

• Enhance Google Earth maps functionality

• User-generated content

• Multilingual capability



Merove Heifetz
merove.heifetz@wildscreenusa.org
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